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Quite a perplexing result. In today’s area across the 

south of the field, I was expecting a line marking the 

return of the ditch corresponding to a clear cropmark on 

some aerial photos. The position of that cropmark on 

the results is from the start of the small spur to the east 

of the N-S line up to the north edge of the red block in 

the SE corner, ie nothing shows up. The moisture seems 

to collect, possibly against some barrier, under the 

south fence. 

 

 

 

     

 



 

Attached are the results from Sunday which were vertical slices into the ground (resistance tomography if you want to 

look it up). As I said they are more difficult to interpret being based on a theoretical model of the ground. Essentially 

with Slice 1 (southern) I  think the key features are the vertical high resistance (red) stripes which suggest a vertical cut 

was made either for a wall foundation or for the long ditch (blue strip). Unfortunately our kit did not allow us to extend 

the slice to get the outer side of the wall. The other feature in Slice 1 is the blue blob where the ditch is, giving an 

estimate of its depth. But there is a tantalising small blue blob at the bottom which could indicate that the channel was 

deeper and the higher values between the blue bits are part of the infilling. 

Slice 2 (northern) was to see if the stubb of the ditch heading north really existed - which from the blue area would 

seem to be true, and again it has the vertical stripes to the left of the blue. The fact that the blue goes all the way to the 

bottom is an indication that slice 1 should be showing more blue at the bottom. 

All told at some stage we'd like to repeat those slices with a different setup. We'd also like to do some 'normal' 

resistivity to the east of the strip which shows the long ditch, mainly because the area where the path goes through has 

a set of high values which may indicate building foundations. 

   

Putting all the res results for this paddock together, the expected high values at the south end didn't show up today but 

although it’s a bit of a jumble I'm fairly sure there are foundations in the NE corner which look to have encroached on 

the ditch course running along the north edge of the survey. A test pit there could be very interesting and very shallow 

as we couldn't get the probes in far enough to get a reading at one point on that edge due to below ground 

obstructions. 
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